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by fishing equipment, anchors, or channel dredging.  The pipeline would also protect the 1 
cable from erosive sediment transport at the shore landing site.  The cable would join 2 
the HDD pipe at a location approximately 0.89 miles (4,700 feet or 1.4 km) offshore at a 3 
depth of 60 feet (18.3m).  Once onshore, the cable would be connected to the MARS 4 
Shore Facility described in Section 2.1.4 above.   5 

The Applicant has contracted with Alcatel to lay the submarine cable.  The Alcatel cable 6 
vessel Ile de Ré, or an equivalent vessel, would be utilized for the cable-laying 7 
operation (Figure 2.2-1).  The Ile de Ré’s port of entry is Port aux Francais; however, 8 
the current base is the Port of Vancouver in British Columbia, Canada.  The Ile de Ré is 9 
a 469-foot (143-m), dynamically positioned ocean-going cable lay and repair vessel, 10 
which enables it to maintain position without the use of anchors.  The vessel has twin 11 
main engines and propellers, two rudders, and full redundancy of equipment, allowing it 12 
to hold position or to continue working even in the event of an equipment failure.  The 13 
vessel can remain at sea for approximately 32 days and is capable of operating in sea 14 
and weather conditions up to Beaufort 7.  Sea and weather conditions defined as 15 
Beaufort 7 include winds between 28 to 33 knots with wave heights between 13.5 to 16 
19.0 feet (4.1 to 5.8 m).  The vessel is also equipped with a ROV to assist cable laying 17 
activities with a safe working depth of 8,202 feet (2,500 m).  The vessel is required to 18 
comply with all national and international regulations, including MBNMS regulations on 19 
waste discharge found at 15 CFR 922.132, the ballast water management plan, 20 
disposal regulations, safety management, and U.S. Coast Guard regulations during 21 
installation of the cable. 22 
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